The costs and benefits of Livable Housing Design standard

Frequently Asked Questions
What is the Livable Housing Design standard?

e The National Construction Code will require all new homes to have basic access
features. These features are known as the Livable Housing Design standard.

o The features are a step-free entry, wider corridors and doorways and a shower and
toilet that are easy to use?.

What are the costs and benefits of the Livable Housing Design standard?

e Government policy makers and academics weighed up the costs and benefits of
mandating the Livable Housing Design features.

e They found that there was a small cost to construction which could be minimised with
good design.

e They also found that mandating the features would result in significant and lasting
benefits to all Australians?.

Why do the costs of the Livable Housing Design standard quoted by builders vary?

e The housing industry claims that the cost is too much. Their costs vary from $3000 to
$40,000 per home3>,

e Some builders are already implementing the standard. The costs are low for them.
That’s because their teams can do it without mistakes or loss of time for rectification.

e Builders who are not implementing the standard will need to change their plans and
train their teams to make sure there are no costly mistakes. In the short term their
costs will be higher.

e The standard gives builders a clear guide about what is required. Once everyone is
doing it, any additional costs will fall®.

What are the benefits for Australian households?

e People will have more choice about where to live at little, if any, extra cost. It will cost
22 times more if these features have to be added later’.

e People will be able to age in their own home safely, and comfortably. We will all grow
old eventually.

e |f a family member becomes disabled, the family can stay in their home. It’s also good
for older visitors or those with a disability.

e Mandating the standard gives buyers and renters a standard they can rely on.

(@)
COTA? ) Ny pdcm

NEW SOUTH WALES INCLUSION physicaldiscoilty nCQSS

council of nsw

AUSTRALIA

For older Australians

ot L jagmpurees N seome s osaanre S ter



References

1. Australian Building Codes Board. Livable Housing Design standard (draft). 2021;
https://consultation.abcb.gov.au/engagement/ncc-2022-public-comment-
draft/supporting_documents/LivableHousingDesignPCDNCC2022.pdf.

2. Building Ministers Meeting. Communique, April 2021. Department of Industry,
Canberra: Australian Government; 2021.

3. deKlerk S. Response & Comments to the ABCB RIS. Nambour, Queensland: P2P
Housing; 2020. (p. 4).

4. Housing Industry Association. Housing Australians: Submission to the Australian
Building Codes Board. Canberra; 2020. (p. 10).

5. Master Builders Australia. Submission: Proposal to include minimum accessibility
standards for housing in the National Construction Code. Canberra; 2020. (p. 11).

6. Productivity Commission. Reform of building regulation. 2004;
http://129.3.20.41/eps/othr/papers/0506/0506007.pdf. (p. 70-74).

7. Victorian Government. Accessible Housing: Public consultation on the visitable
and adaptable features in housing regulatory impact statement. 2010. (p. 100).

For further information,
contact Michael.bleasdale@riaustralia.org. Ph: 0499 900 006

SKif
COTA? U = pdcm

NEW SOUTH WALES NELUSION Oy
For older Australians AvsTRALIA

Centre for @ @ry m
niversal Design AMPUTEES PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY \
wiziszan & v ahelter

Australia AUSTRALIA



about:blank

	Frequently Asked Questions
	What is the Livable Housing Design standard?
	What are the costs and benefits of the Livable Housing Design standard?
	Why do the costs of the Livable Housing Design standard quoted by builders vary?
	What are the benefits for Australian households?
	References
	For further information,  contact Michael.bleasdale@riaustralia.org. Ph: 0499 900 006


