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Preferences for shared space design

Pedestrians and cyclists sharing space is based on the idea of everyone being socially
responsible. It's expected that whoever is present in the space will politely negotiate the right
of way. That's because there are few, if any traffic controls, barriers or road markings. More
recently, shared space has come under scrutiny because some pedestrians avoid such
routes. So what …
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Going beyond teaching "awareness"

Teaching inclusion using awareness raising techniques was thought to be the way to go. And
yes it did raise some awareness, but it was rarely translated to their work in real life. This is
partly because it is taught as a sideline and not integral to the course from beginning to end.
Researchers in the US wondered if going beyond …
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Pedestrians: Are guidelines inclusive?

Do footpath and crossing retrofits actually encourage walking for all people? Are guidelines
inclusive of all potential walkers (and wheelers)? Are planners using statistical modelling to
guide retrofit decisions. Or are they using the lived experience of pedestrians? New research
offers insights into how to improve current guidelines for pedestrians. Three New Zealand
researchers decided to check out the walkability …
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Housing quality improves health

Ever wondered what the long term effects of a home modification are? A longitudinal study
shows that household improvements in social housing can reduce risk of hospital stays. The
study picked up major improvements in chest and heart health as well as a reduction in falls
and burns.

Norway mandated universal design standards in housing in 2010, but does the industry really
apply them appropriately?

Plus a report on a systematic review of the relationship between housing and health.
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Luminance contrast: a slippery concept

This is a hot topic of discussion because it is a slippery concept. What is it and how do you
measure it are the starter questions, followed by why do we need it.

The contrast is the amount of light reflected from abutting surfaces. For example the wall and
the floor. This is not the same as colour contrast. Red and green are stark colour contrasts
but will often provide the same amount of luminance. Therefore there it is not luminance
contrast. So how do you determine luminance contrast? Are you measuring this in a
laboratory or on the street on a rainy day? ...
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Dementia friendly outdoors

We know that people want to stay home as they age. This does not change for people with
dementia. Staying safe at home also means staying safe in the neighbourhood, not just at
home. That means we need a dementia-friendly outdoors. Ash Osborne writes in the Access
Insight magazine about dementia and outdoor environments. Although dementia is NOT a
normal …

Read more
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Conferences and calls for papers

This page has the latest information on upcoming conferences and calls for papers. New to
the list: Diversity and Inclusion 2024 Summit, 23 August 2024 in Perth, 15 November 2024 in
Melbourne. NTRO International Conference, The Transport Revolution: Solutions led by
innovation , 7-9 May 2025, Melbourne. Call for abstracts open until 31 August 2024. 6 topics
but not much on inclusion. 9th National Brain Injury Conference, 24-26 September 2024,
Adelaide. Also 3 pre-conference workshops …
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Model Universal Design Position Statement

CUDA has devised a model document to help organisations develop their own universal
design policy or statement. The CUDA Universal Design Position Statement covers all the
basics in a straightforward way. At the end of the document, organisations can insert links to
their own policy documents that relate to the position statement. There's a one page plain
language version too.
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