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Wellbeing by design

Imogen Howe writes that, wellbeing goes beyond the physical and mental health of an
individual. It is a holistic concept of health and wellness. It encompasses social
connectedness, belonging and inclusion and the ability to contribute meaningfully to society.
Wellbeing is also about feeling valued and respected, and environmental contextual factors
such as connection to community and place. She explains …

Read The Post

Consultation vs Participation and Partnership

Community consultation is a vexed issue when officials and community representatives
interpret "consultation" in different ways. A Swedish study found, unsurprisingly, that officials
expected a fast consultation process for ready-made projects. On the other hand, employees
of disability groups were expecting to be more involved. They were expecting participation
and partnership. The consequence is conflict. Swedish national and local policies …

Read The Post

Inclusive pedestrian mobility

Do footpaths have an economic value to the public? Are pedestrians all the same? These
questions are worth asking policy makers when it comes to inclusive pedestrian mobility.
There is a tendency to treat pedestrians as one group with some exceptions such as outside
schools and aged care facilities. This is not helped by various definitions of inclusive mobility
... Plus two other research papers on the same topic.
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Read The Post

Double Diamond: Tool for Design

Design isn't just about tangible objects, it's also about services and processes. This is where
the Double Diamond Tool for Design comes to the fore. The Tool is now 20 years old and has
been adopted and adapted by many different institutions and organisations. The Design
Council has updated its website with videos and PDF of the tool. The Double Diamond is a
way of graphically explaining the design process. The two diamonds represent a process of
exploring an issue and then taking focused action.

Read The Post

Universal park design toolkit
The Universal Park Design Series is a toolkit which has sections on entries, playgrounds,
trails and green spaces. The interior spaces section deals with buildings and facilities such as
rest rooms and kiosks. It covers basic access features but goes into more detail to provide a
universal design approach. The authors of the tool stress that the guidance does not
represent all possible solutions. In other words, designers are encouraged to be creative
within the framework of universal design thinking.

Read The Post

Shopping with universal design
When people use the term "vision impaired" it doesn't necessarily, or even, mean the person
is blind. There are several vision conditions that reduce eyesight which cannot be corrected
with glasses. Vision loss is common as we age so there is a lot to be said for shopping with
universal design. A study showed that a focus on features for people with low vision was
good for everyone.
Plus two other items, another on vision and shopping, the other on shopping complex design.

Read The Post

Introduction to Universal Design - free online course
CUDA's online course if free and a certificate of completion will be sent once all sections of
the course are completed. That includes the final questionnaire. It covers different definitions,
diversity, stereotypes and the application of universal design.
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Sign up here and get started in the free Introduction to Universal Design course. It will take
less than an hour.

Conferences and calls for papers
This page has the latest information on upcoming conferences and calls for papers. New to
the list: Diversity and Inclusion 2024 Summit, 15 November 2024 in Melbourne. NTRO
International Conference, The Transport Revolution: Solutions led by innovation , 7-9 May
2025, Melbourne. 9th National Brain Injury Conference, 24-26 September 2024, Adelaide.
Also 3 pre-conference workshops …

Read The Post

Model Universal Design Position Statement

CUDA has devised a model document to help organisations develop their own universal
design policy or statement. The CUDA Universal Design Position Statement covers all the
basics in a straightforward way. At the end of the document, organisations can insert links to
their own policy documents that relate to the position statement. There's a one page plain
language version too.

Read The Post

Livable Housing Design Course
This short online course is tailor-made for professionals in the housing and home
modifications sectors who want to know how to apply the Livable Housing Design Standard in
the National Construction Code. It covers the technical details of the different ways to
achieve a level entry, circulation spaces, bathroom details, and more. Good for anyone doing
home modifications.

Use the coupon code LHD20 to get a $20 discount at the checkout page.

Check out more information about the course and sign up.
CUDA provides this course under licence from the Australian Building Codes Board.

Proudly supported by KS Black & Co
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