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Co-design and citizen science

Co-design is a term that emerged in the field of accessible and inclusive design. But co-
design methods have been around for a long time in one form or another. Academics will
recognise this as Participatory Action Research. Citizen science is a version of co-design that
has its roots in environmental monitoring. This method is now used in urban planning and ...

Read The Post

Young people and digital exclusion

Much is discussed about older people and digital exclusion, but this ageist thinking leaves
young people out of the discussion. Hence the stereotype of young people being more
digitally literate than older cohorts. Not all young people or older people are all the same.
Often they have more in common than not. Access to digital devices and digital news and ...

Read The Post

Active travel design

The aim of South Australia's Active Travel Design Guide is to provide design principles for a
more inclusive and sustainable future for all who walk and wheel. However, the guide could
have benefitted from more than one page on accessibility. "This Guide aims to enhance
design outcomes for people walking and wheeling, simplifying the process of designing for
active travel ...
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Universal design in housing: making it happen

Basic access features are now mandated in the latest edition of the Australian National
Construction Code (NCC). This achievement took 20 years of dedicated advocacy for
universal design in housing. This was achieved against the backdrop of strong housing
industry lobbying for the status quo which still remains even with states that have agreed to
adopt it. Other countries are experiencing the same problems. This post includes a new
research paper from Ireland which covers the issues and challenges, and includes costings
and worked examples.

Age Friendly Communities Handbook

From Norway comes an Age Friendly Communities Handbook that presents information in
easy to consume formats. Norway has been driving a universal design agenda through
national and local government since 1999. Norway's key document for this is Norway
Universally Designed 2025. This Handbook fits nicely within that framework but with an
emphasis on an ageing population. It covers the key steps in the planning cycle, aspects to
consider in built design, transport, housing and social participation. Pre-requisites for age-
friendly development are co-creation and communication.

Ageing in place, ageing and place

Ageing in place and ageing and place are intertwined but distinct. Both place and home need
to support people as they age - one is insufficient without the other. Generally, ageing in
place means 'staying put'. That can mean the staying in the same home or staying in the
same community or neighbourhood. Research with older people suggests that ageing in
place is more nuanced than just a home or neighbourhood. It's also about personal and
cultural values, priorities and connections to people and places.

Introduction to Universal Design - free online course
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CUDA's online course if free and a certificate of completion will be sent once all sections of
the course are completed. That includes the final questionnaire. It covers different definitions,
diversity, stereotypes and the application of universal design.

Sign up here and get started in the free Introduction to Universal Design course. It will take
less than an hour.

Conferences and calls for papers

This page has the latest information on upcoming conferences and calls for papers. New to
the list: Diversity and Inclusion 2024 Summit, 15 November 2024 in Melbourne. NTRO
International Conference, The Transport Revolution: Solutions led by innovation , 7-9 May
2025, Melbourne. 9th National Brain Injury Conference, 24-26 September 2024, Adelaide.
Also 3 pre-conference workshops ...

Model Universal Design Position Statement

CUDA has devised a model document to help organisations develop their own universal
design policy or statement. The CUDA Universal Design Position Statement covers all the
basics in a straightforward way. At the end of the document, organisations can insert links to
their own policy documents that relate to the position statement. There's a one page plain
language version too.

Livable Housing Design Course

This short online course is tailor-made for professionals in the housing and home
modifications sectors who want to know how to apply the Livable Housing Design Standard in
the National Construction Code. It covers the technical details of the different ways to
achieve a level entry, circulation spaces, bathroom details, and more. Good for anyone doing
home modifications.

Use the coupon code LHD20 to get a $20 discount at the checkout page.

Check out more information about the course and sign up.
CUDA provides this course under licence from the Australian Building Codes Board.
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